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\KVV INFORMATION ON PSEUDEC HIS PAPUANUS
1HE PAPUAN BLACK SNAKE), A MEDICALLY SIG-
NIFICANT ADDITIONTO AUSTRA1 IAS REPTILES.
Memoirs of Ifie Qutfltsfand Musru/tt I2i / I 232 \W?i-

Icchispapnanut Peters <t Doria, I 579 (the Papuan Black

Snake) is known from ulcHg ihe South v&ast <f (Vex

Quintal from Prince Prederik Hendrik hlwid m Irion Juwt
the Western Province (Trimsfly and lake Murray >. and ifu-

. pa fl o/lte Central Province and Yule Island' (Parker, I
u82 1.

It is rare in Papua New Guinea (Whiuikeretaf. 1982: O'Shea.
199b), and it has been suggested by Parker (1982). Whitaker
et al (1982) and O'Shea ( !9%) that it.s apparent ranty may
be attributed to attempted predation on Bufo mannus <uV
introduced Cane or Marine Toad), although these reports are

not baaed on field studies of P papuanus Published data o»»

its feeding habits differ slightly, Whi taker et a!. 1 1 982) tepfd
f papuanus as a frog eater, white O'Shea 0996) states it

reCd$ 'prontinlytfnfrrff^, hu\ti!\<> \nuilf twrnmuh. ii.->nl\<oid

possibly ground r/tj/my birds' .

P. papuanus has fl potent venom and Id D poieiihally

dangerous snake to humans (Campbell, 1967a, 1967b; Parker
1982: Whitaker. et al.. 1082; and O'Shea, 1 996). Campbell &.

Chesterrnan (1972) examined Die action ol its venom and
showed it to be 'anticoafyttanU fibrinagtnotytk and
{dseinalyric'. Parker (19X2) reported that /'. papm
many fatalities in southern coastal Papua New Guinea and
O'Shea | 1996) regards i! us

'

tht set end most venomous land

Wake Ml PNG after the tatpari .

hi October 1996, E Vanderduys, A. McManus and I were
, inducting a reptile survey of the Torres Strait islands. Mr
Manual Namoa, Acting Principal of the Saibai Island State

School, gave me a snake which had been killed m the local

ichool grounds. It had been held for some lime tn preservative

ild uo date of collection was recorded.

The snake has been photographed (Fig 1 - 1 and added rp the

i .land M useum reference collection(QMJ62553 1- In the

.tandard identification characteristics, QMJ62555
Saibai Island (9

B23*$, 142 U40'E) is readily refer

P papuanus as defined by Go lay (I9S5> and O'Shea (1996k
Midhody scales 19; Ventral scales 221; Subeaudal scales SI,

anterior 26 entire. The specimen (in spirit) U immaculate
black above and dark grey below, with 3 pink ventral flush on
the chin, posterior body and tail. It is •• female nvjtfj fl

inial

length of 158 cm and a tail length of 2 1 cm. The gut contained

I spirurid nematodes {Phystdopiera sp.) but BO pro items

Saibai Is. is only 4km south of the Papua New Guinea
CM .' It is thus geographical 1) New Gumean but, politically

Australian, ll is low- lying and mangrove-fringed wim pockets

nf monsoon forest Its must conspicuous topographic feature

ane tensive njozttic offreshwater and saline swamps. Parker

11982) and O'Shea ( 1996) note that P. papuanus has a pref-

erence for swampy areas and its occurrence on Saibai Is is

consistent with their obsen ations. A huge freshwater swamp
> i fily about 100 metres from the school and during Uic

teason' it undoubtedly expands to be very close to the school

njiJs.

The people uf Saibai Is. arc familiar with P. papuanus,
knuu i! as the 'Papuan Black Snake and regard ||

uus and abundant. There are no records of ft mannus on the

island and, given the apparent decline of P papuanus In Papua

New Guinea. Saibai Is. may prove to be a stronghold for this

specie-,

The discinerv nf P papnomr; on Saibai U adds to ihe

ration fauna another species of ehpftl snake known to

have indicted fatal bales or behoved capable of doing so. Itr.

congener. P auxin occur* fn Papua New Guinea and on
Cape York Peninsula, and has recently been ret orded oil

FK3 i Pj»u^ehUpQj>umt9{(^ti0iSS5)ftom Saibai is.

Prince Of Wales island (QMJ62560I between them To bttai

biles from both species. Black Snake An tivenom is available.

It should be stocked at least in the Thursday Island rfotpflal

and, probably, in the clinic on Saibai Is.
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